FELLOW AND FUTURE MEMBERS                                    NOVEMBER 1, 2011    


FIRST ORDER OF BUSINESS; The Fire and Police Health Fund will hold the annual Plan Benefits seminar on November 16, 2011.  The seminar will be held at the Alzafar Shrine Auditorium.  The Auditorium is located at 901 North Loop 1604.  The easiest way to get to the location is to go out Highway 281 North and exit on Loop 1604.  If you are going north, turn to your left, or west, on Loop 1604.  Go about 1 mile just past the first red light and the Auditorium will be on your right.  The address is 901 North Loop 1604 West.

This location was chosen because it has ample parking and a large spacious assembly area.  Refreshments and pastries will be available to all attendees


We urge all our members to attend this meeting.  Since there will be ample sitting accommodations, only one session will be held.  The session will start at 10:00 am and continue until Health Fund and benefits information is presented and questions from the members have been answered. 


Important information about your health benefits will be discussed and explained at the seminar.  You will get assistance in filling out some of the annual forms that must be submitted.  Detailed information on benefit changes or alterations to the Plan Document will be discussed,  


We know that there are many Members that have questions or issues that they want addressed.  We will have Health Fund Trustees and Fund Staff to assist you in providing information.  Also representatives from PT/Rx, our prescription manager, and WEB-TPA, our Third Party Administrator will have Staff to assist in answering questions and discuss benefits.    


There is one important change that will be implemented on January 1, 2012.  This change pertains to the company that the Fund employs to give us information on what providers are in-network.  The present company, True Choice, has been bought out by a larger company.  It will not be providing service to funds such as ours.  This is not a change of our making.  We will do our utmost in making the transition as smooth as possible.  You will get additional information at the seminar.    


Space limitations in the October issue did not allow me to give you the results of the Health Fund elections held in early September.  Andrew Estrada was reelected to represent the active fire fighters.  Shawn Ury is a new member to the Fund Board, representing active police officers.  I had no opposition in my position as retired fire fighter’s representative and thereby elected for another four-year term.  

Robert Martinez ended his service as Trustee to the Health Fund representing the active police officers.  He was one of the original Trustees elected to the Board when the Board was formed in 1996.  He served as Chairman of the Board for the past few years as a Trustee.  During his tenure the Fund grew from $42 million to over $205 million.  He was dedicated to providing the members with the best in health benefits and in maintaining the financial stability of the Fund. 


All members owe Bobby their gratitude for his work and dedication to the Fund and all its members.   We wish him Godspeed in all his future endeavors. 
   One other item of interest is driving to the Health Fund office.  We ask our members when driving north on hwy 281, to exit on Nakoma St.  There have been several accidents, including one in which I was involved. Exiting on the Bitters exit and trying to turn right on Airon St. the distance to move over to the right turning lane is too short and usually there is a lot of traffic on the access road to allow a turn into Airon St.  If you get off on The Nakoma exit you can turn right at the traffic light, go one block and then left to the Health Fund office. 
